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IL GIOCO SOCIALE E RICREATIVO
COME ANTIDOTO ALLUAZZARDO
NEL DIRITTO CANONICO
DALLUALTO MEDIOEVO ALL’UMANESIMO

Summary. The principal legal systems have almost always recognized that gambling
is a danger to society. The combination game-bet/wager-money — which brings the
human beings instincts for game playing to fever pitch, only to degrade subsequently
into social problems — moved the ecclesiastical and civil authorities to institute severe
controls. It will be shown here how, throughout the fourteenth century, the norms
- both “positive” and “negative” — taken to logical extremes, did actually have an ef-
fect on games of chance that was contrary to the intended one. On the other hand, in
the second half of the fifteenth century, and throughout the sixteenth, on the basis of
norms inspired by philosophy, theology and tradition, the humanist mens, offered a
remedy to the “anti-game,” by showing the proper purpose of game playing and setting
forth its nature as principally recreational and social.

Resumen. Las principales instituciones juridicas han reconocido casi siempre en el azar
un peligro social. La combinacién juego-apuesta, donde las pulsiones lidicas se expo-
nen en su maxima facultad hasta degenerar en problemas social, ha estimulado a las
autoridades civiles y eclesidsticas hacia severas formas de vigilancia. Si intentard en el
presente articulo mostrar como durante el s. XIV las normas positivas y negacionistas,
tensadas hasta su extrema potencia, han producido un efecto contrario al deseado sobre
el azar. Por el contrario, la mens humanista de la segunda mitad del s. XV y de todo el
s. XVI, han ofrecido sobre la base de normas animadas por la filosofia, la teologfa y la
tradicién, un intento de remedio al anti-juego, mostrando el fin del juego y su cardcter
principal: recreativo y social.

Le principali istituzioni giuridiche hanno quasi sempre riconosciu-
to nell'azzardo un pericolo sociale. L'accostamento gioco-scommes-
sa-denaro, dove le pulsioni ludiche si manifestano nelle loro pit assoluta
liberta, divenendo la causa di veri e propri problemi sociali, ha stimolato
le autorita civili ed ecclesiastiche ad una severa forma di sorveglianza'.

' In epoca Romana le leggi che proteggevano i sudditi contro l'azzardo avevano

una terminologia distinta e precisa, venivano chiamate lex alearie. 1l termine alea, in



